Empire’State Development
EMPIRE STATE JOBS RETENTION PROGRAM

General information about the Empire State Jobs Retention Program (ESJRP) is provided in this
Fact Sheet. For more information, eligible applicants should contact the appropriate ESD
Regional Office covering the project area.

ESJIRP was created to provide financial incentives to retain strategic businesses and jobs that
are at risk of leaving the state due to the impact on business operations of an event leading to
an emergency declaration by the Governor. The applicant must demonstrate substantial
physical damage and economic harm resulting from such event. Strategic businesses seeking to
be admitted to the Program must complete an application and are strongly encouraged to
contact the appropriate ESD Regional Office before completing the application. A listing of the
ESD Regional Offices can be found at: http://esd.ny.gov/RegionalOverviews.html

Job Retention Tax Credit

Firms admitted to the Empire State Jobs Retention Program may qualify for a jobs tax credit of
6.85 percent of wages per impacted job that is retained in NYS. Impacted jobs mean those jobs
of the firm existing at a location(s) within a county declared an emergency by the governor on
the day before the event occurred that led to the emergency declaration.

Program Eligibility

The Program is available to firms operating in the strategic industries that:

(1) are located in a county in which an emergency has been declared by the governor;

(2) demonstrate substantial physical damage and economic harm resulting from the event
leading to the emergency declaration; and

(3) employ at least 100 employees in the county in which an emergency has been declared
and retain or exceed that number of jobs in New York State.

Only those impacted jobs that are retained by the firm are eligible for the jobs retention credit.
The strategic industries eligible to participate in the Program are: manufacturing, hi-tech, bio-
tech and clean-tech, financial services data centers or financial services customer back office

operations, distribution, software development, back office and agriculture.

Applications must be submitted within 180 days of the declaration of an emergency by the
governor in the county in which the business enterprise is located.
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